
Open Call: Artistic research laboratory  for contemporary circus artists

square:LAB I - “Untold Stories” 

Location: Circus Factory, Cork, Ireland // Date: June 5 – 12, 2017

“If the very important secret is not solved, then the readers will be frustrated.

That is not what I want. But if a certain kind of secret stays secret, it's a very

sound curiosity.” (Haruki Murakami)

The moment it is revealed to the audience that there is something they don’t 

know, inherently suggests that there is something for them to find out. 

This can evoke feelings such as curiosity, wonder and jealousy and allow for a 

multi-layered artist - audience relationship to develop.

We would like to propose an investigation into the role of secrets within a 

contemporary performance context. We will use circus as the primary language 

with which we conduct the investigation. 

The following question will act as a starting point to the research process:

“How can the act of strategically concealing or revealing information be used as 

a tool to trigger curiosity and activate the spectators imagination?”

LAB format 

Throughout the seven-day laboratory, we will experiment with different 

frameworks for researching, presenting ideas and giving feedback. However, the 

laboratory will not be a guided workshop. We want to create a space for artistic 

reflection whereby participants will collaboratively develop research tools, decide 

on research directions and articulate concepts and ideas around the chosen 

topic. As a part of the laboratory we will also conduct regular experiments on a 

live audience as a means to gain an outside perspective on the research. 

We consider participants' skills and creation experiences as valuable tools that 

can contribute to the collective research process. However, we will not (!) work 

on concrete material of individuals' current productions.

The artistic laboratory is being coordinated by Squarehead Productions and 

artistic directors Darragh McLoughlin and Elena Kreusch will facilitate the 

research process. 



Context 

Untold Stories is one of three independent research modules that make up 

Squarehead Productions' square:LAB series titled 'Rethinking Creation Methods 

in Circus'. With this series of collaborative artistic experiments Squarehead 

Productions aims to produce new knowledge around performance techniques 

and artist-audience relationships. Working with Irish artists in Ireland and abroad 

the project's experiments are designed to collaboratively rethink creation 

methods within the context of contemporary circus, to develop new work 

practices placing a special emphasis on peer-to-peer exchange and to challenge 

artists' existing concepts of, as well as the audience's role in, the performance-

experience. 

About Squarehead Productions

With roots in the contemporary circus movement we recognize our practice within

the broader context of contemporary art. Placing embodied knowledge at the 

centre of our artistic and academic research we situate our activities at the 

interface of artistic practice and knowledge production. 

Constantly challenging our methods of creation we strive to push our 

contemporary practice beyond what we ourselves know as artists and 

practitioners.

Eligible participants

- Contemporary circus performers or circus oriented artists with Irish nationality 

living in Ireland or abroad

- Contemporary circus performers or circus oriented artists with non-Irish 

nationality living and working in Ireland

- There are no age requirements

- You have to be available during the full duration of the lab

Financial Conditions

- Squarehead Productions will not profit financially from this project, but will use it

as an opportunity to create a platform for developing new methods of artistic 

research in Ireland.

- artists are not being re-compensated for their participation in the lab

- catering, accommodation and travel costs will be covered by the artists 

individually

-For insurance reasons, non members of the Circus Factory will have to apply for

a one month membership which amounts to 40 €.



How to apply

Deadline May 22, 2017 – 23:59p.m

If you are interested and wish to apply please send us your application to 
contact@squareheadproductions.com addressing the following points:

-Who are you?
-What is your experience in the field of contemporary circus?
-What is your perspective on your own artistic practice? 
-Why do you wish to participate in the experiment and what are your 
expectations?

Feel free to attach supporting material (CV, home page links, videos, photo 
material)


